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Figure 1: Search results I
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"% Result

365 cardiovascular, 366 neurological and 64 spine spe-
cific articles were identified in the search. 159 of the
cardiovascular, 108 of the neurological and 64 of the
spine specific articles mention registries. Additionally,
8 links to registries were brought in by experts. These
hints were examined by a search in the WWW and the
reference and basic metadata was saved into a database.
Overall, about 86 cardiovascular, 38 neurological and
22 spine registries were 1dentified (Figure 1). The rel-
evant ones were then selected according to the inclusion
criteria (only registries that have been active during
the past 3 years with periodic reports, certain coun-
tries). 42 of them remained finally. The result of Ger-
man cardiovascular registries 1s shown in Table 3. Addi-

tional results can be found on the project homepage:
http://eprints.hta.lbg.ac.at/784/
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Figure 2, Association of adherence and number of citations

One of the primary items for getting an overview on the
quality of evidence in the i1dentified registries was the
presence or absence of adherence of the register objec-
tives to official guidelines or recommendations. Figure
2 demonstrates the association of adherence and num-
ber of publications. The figure indicates, that registers
that adhere to guidelines or other regulations seem to be
more efficient in producing published reports.

% Discussion/Conclusion

The here developed method to identify active registries
by citations is successful for getting a decent sample. The
sensitivity of the method is probably limited, especially
in those registries, that do not published in scientific
journals. Also the specificity may be limited in the cases,
where 1nitiatives that fulfil all criteria for registries are
not denominated as registers. A big number of false pos-
1tive articles can be ascribed to the equivocation of the
term ‘registry’ but these could be easily separated out.
One way to evaluate the potential of registries to offer
evidence for HTA is the extent to which they are cited in
publications. Registries developed according to nation-
al guidelines or regulations appear to be more effective,
by means of more citations. Most of the registries with
publications have homepages with general information
that can also be used for a primary assessment of the
quality of the evidence of registry results. The system-
atic coverage of registries could be a valuable step to co-
ordinate national and transnational register activities to
attain more efficiency and effectiveness of observational
research.
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